
ED Lobby Receives a Gift from Young Valley Artists 
This spring the students and instructor from the Rio Grand Valley Art Studio received a request from the Harlingen Medical Cen-

ter Emergency Department.  They were asked if they could find the time to paint a wall inside the Emergency Room lobby. ñWe 

said yes!ò states Mario Leal, the class instructor.  Leal expressed his thanks to the parents that devoted their Saturday afternoons 

to allow the children to volunteer ñtheir time and talents in an effort to make children visiting the hospital feel as comfortable as 

possible.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All of the kids did great work and were very focused on their individual tasksò.  The children whose ages ranged from 5 years to 

11 years old displayed concentration and commitment, working for hours at a time to create the perfect picture.  The wall was 

transformed from its original burgundy-bland to a lively ocean-blue scene complete with sharks, angel fish, and other various 

creatures from the imagination of the children.  The month long project culminated with Letty Kretz, Community Relations Coor-

dinator, presenting the group with a dedication plaque and photo medley of the project progression on Saturday, April 16th.   The 

weekly progression of the project can also be viewed on Mr. Lealôs website at http://lealcreations.com/about/studio-info/

community-service/.  The hospital has added childrenôs furniture complete with a couch, chair, table, and ball roller-coaster to 

complete the new area dedicated to the children visiting Harlingen Medical Centerôs ER. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by: 

Deborah Meeks 

Director of Emergency & Trauma Services 

Harlingen Medical Center 
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